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Here is the Fireman's Dance as described in Squire's Practical Prompter Or Ball-Room Call Book, A. Squire, 
publ, Cincinnati, 1887.  This arrangement is a double contra dance, as in the Portland Fancy, except the 
description specifies that if there are two longways sets, they are arranged mirror-image, with the two 
inside couples "here" and the two outside couples "there." 
 

 
 

 
 
Benjamin Lovett described the Fireman's Dance in Good Morning; Old Fashioned Dancing Revived, 
published by Mr. & Mrs. Henry Ford, Dearborn, 1926.  The formation is now a Double Sicilian Circle, and 
the steps are specified as chassé in parts 1 and 2.  The "here" couples are reversed, from the center 
couples in 1887 to the outside couples, and vice versa.  Benjamin Lovett faithfully recreated most of his 
19th century dances, so it's likely that the Double Sicilian Circle formation was done in the 19th century. 
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The description was revised in the 1941 edition, and again in 1943, now providing music, and adding the 
shouting of, "Fire! Fire! Fire! Fire!" during Forward all. 
 
 
This ball card shows the Fireman's Dance being done at a ball in 1865, as the final dance. 
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